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The following text has been written from testimonies of the former ‘actors’ of the Petite Ecole de
Melbourne, in this context | would like to thank you :

- Mireille Beaufremez

- Elisabeth Blackburn

- Régis Lansac

- Alain Roger

- Patrick Blanquet

- And Prof. Colin Nettelbeck.

Alain Herz



1968-1971

1972-1980

1968 is the year of student unrest in France and in
other countries around the world. That same year,
Corentin  Trétout establishes the “Ecole
Francaise de Melbourne”.

SNECMA (an airplane engine manufacturer) had
sent Corentin Trétout to Melbourne to look after
the “Mirage”. Corentin and his wife Charline have
a school-aged daughter, Joélle. Together with
other French parents, he launches a French
school.

Jacqueline Weiss becomes the teacher. She is
the wife of the Cultural Advisor to the French
Embassy and has two children. She starts by
hosting the class in her own home. The French
teacher at Lauriston Secondary Girls College in
Malvern, a friend of the Weiss family, persuaded
the principal to let Jacqueline have two large
rooms in the caretaker's house, one for the
primary school's 8 or 9 children and one for the
handful of secondary school children. The “Petite
Ecole” is completely independent of Lauriston.

September 1971: the Weiss family are transferred
to Austria. Another qualified teacher, Mireille
Beaufremez, succeeds Jacqueline Weiss and
takes over the primary class. The secondary
group follows the French Official Curriculum by
correspondence, guided by Bernard Duquesne.
The material is supplied by the National Centre for
Remote Learning - CNTE.

Mireille Beaufremez teacher at “ la Petite Ecole

de Melbourne” from 1970 to 1977

article from the local press 1975-76:

A year later, in September 1972, major renovation
works at Lauriston mean that the “Petite Ecole”
must leave. As a matter of urgency, Corentin
Trétout finds a church hallin Armadale. The
school continues alone in this temporary
arrangement until Christmas of that year.

In January 1973, the school moves to another
private Anglican school, “Glamorgan” (a branch
of Geelong Grammar School), on Douglas Street
in Toorak. The principal agrees to host the school
as he is very interested in this learning
experiment. Unfortunately, the room he allocates
is so small that it can barely accommodate the
pupils. The “Petite Ecole” stays at Glamorgan until
June 1973, so that the children can finish their
French school year.

Corentin Trétout then finds a Catholic primary
school that agrees to let 2 classrooms to them:
“Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School”,
Wynnstay Roadin East Prahran. The school
moves in September 1973 and remains there
for 2 years. The number of children is on the rise;
there are now 20 pupils in the primary section.
A French government grant is awarded for the
primary section and a French volunteer
(government funded) teaches mathematics.
Régis Lansac is responsible for the Literary
section.



Régis Lansac and his pupils in April 1974 (at “Our Lady of Lourdes”, Prahran East)

Children of the little French School at “Our Lady of Lourdes”



In 1974, Corentin Trétout returns to France.
Alain Roger replaces him as President of
the Parents Committee. A new principal is
appointed at “Our Lady of Lourdes” and the
relationship suffers. The principal wants to free
up the two classrooms used by the “Petite
Ecole”.

In a dramatic move in September 1975, the
school is asked to relocate immediately!

Alain Roger takes the matter in hand and visits
many schools. He finally finds George
Thompson, a sympathetic principal at
Richmond Primary School (Cremorne
Street). George agrees to host the primary
section with Mireille Beaufremez. Mireille
remains in that job until December 1977.
Michéle Jorgen, a new teacher, overlaps with
Mireille for a few months, and then succeeds
her.

At the same time, Régis Lansac and the
secondary section move to John Gardiner
High School (nhow Hawthorn Secondary
School), Tooronga Road in Hawthorn.

Students in the secondary section follow a
correspondence course from the French
Education Ministry. Homework is sent back to
France for correction. The school convinces
the French authorites to send a “civil
volunteer” (Michel Saillard) who assists the
children in maths, science, chemistry, etc.

Children do English, physics/chemistry,
science, art and sport with the Australians.

article from the local press 1975-1976 :
Mrs Beaufremez and children of the little
French School



1980-1987

The primary section of the “Petite Ecole”
stays in Richmond wuntil 1985. Michéle
Jorgen leads it until 1981 and is succeeded by
Elisabeth Blackburn. Ariane Blindt, a French
teacher, works at the school as does a
German teacher, Mrs. Svece, and a
Greek/history/geography teacher, Alain
Jacquet.

1985: The primary section then moves to
Auburn South Primary School (Tooronga
Road in Hawthorn, next to Hawthorn
Secondary School) with Elisabeth Blackburn
and another teacher, Christine Casken. The
school is led with mixed success by a range of
Presidents of Parents’ Committees. Parents
are worn out by the poor management and
seek help from the French Ministry of
Education.

1987-1997

The school is then taken on by the AEFE
(International French Teaching Agency -
www.aefe.diplomatie.fr), a government body
dependent on the French Foreign Affairs
Ministry. Michel Trinson is appointed principal
in 1987 and remains in that position until 1993.
Patrick Blanquet takes over in 1993 and stays
until the closure at the end of 1997. France’s
support varies between the total funding of a
“civil volunteer” in addition to one or two
expatriate teachers in the “good” years to the
financing of 30% of one local contract towards
the end.

From 1988 to 1992, Michel Trinson tries to get
recognition for a bi-national French-Australian
school modelled on Telopea Park School in
Canberra, but is unsuccessful.

1990: the primary section of the “Petite Ecole”
moves from Hawthorn to “Camberwell
Primary School”, still with Elisabeth
Blackburn and Eliane Fontaine (sent from
France). The principal of Camberwell PS,
Anne Best, was a great francophile.

In 1992, the primary section merges with
the secondary section at John Gardiner
(Hawthorn Secondary School). For the
secondary section, lessons are still supported
by the CNED (Remote Education National

Centre). The Final Exam is given in
Melbourne, but is corrected in Canberra.

The number of pupils fluctuates from a
peak of 45 in 1989-1990 (about 15 in the
secondary section, 30 in primary) to ...1 (in the
secondary section for one term in 1994). The
large majority of pupils are expatriate French-
speaking children but not necessarily from
France.

The number of teachers fluctuates with the
number of children: from 1 to 3 in primary,
1 to 4 in secondary, plus part-time
teachers. Primary teachers included Janine
Rama, Chantal Agier and Catherine Lahaye.

Teachers who were active in the secondary
school include Catherine Le Roux, Eric
Hakenholz, Christophe Buquet, Nicole Marion,
Denise Hamilton and Michel Trinson himself.

Because of the limited numbers, the AEFE

decides to close the school at the end of
the 1997 school year.

1998

A committee of parents and teachers around
Catherine Lahaye wants to continue some
form of schooling in French, even without the
support of the French government. They start
looking for a new host school and visit some
60 schools. North Caulfield Primary School
(now Caulfield Junior College) decides to
take up the challenge of this exciting project.

September 1998: the new “Ecole Francaise de
Melbourne” is back in the classrooms.



